What is Atlantic Digital
Startup Academy?
Atlantic Digital Startup
Academy (ADSA) helps
digital startups develop
and launch their offer in
international markets.
Through a programme of
supports including mentoring,
training, networking & events
the Academy companies will
research new markets, test their
products, develop know-how
and form partnerships that will
be fundamental to successful
selling in overseas markets.
The Atlantic area is seen as
a first step for startups to
discover new markets, to benefit
from training to test their offer,
and to start business.

For more information
please contact:
Ivan McCutcheon
EU Projects Manager
Local Enterprise Office - Cork City
Strategic Planning, Economic
Development & Enterprise.
Cork City Council
City Hall, Cork, Ireland
T12 T997
T: +353 21 496 1828
E: ivan.leo.cork@gmail.com
W: atlanticdigitalstartups.eu
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Digital startups going international

Digital startups
going international

What does the
programme offer?

Who is eligible
to join?

For technologically innovative startups going global at
an early stage can be critical.

The programme offer will be led by the participating companies.
Interested companies are asked to complete an expression of
interest (EOI) to guide programme design.

ADSA is recruiting 10 digital startups in each partner area.
To qualify as a digital startup a business must be less than five
years in operation and use a digital technology for competitive
advantage.

Digital startups are often born global either because they need
to take maximum advantage of being first to the global market
with a new technology or because the niche they serve requires
looking beyond their home markets to become viable.

The range of supports will include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Training in sales and exporting
Support with pitching (can be 1:1 or group sessions)
Innovation expert mentoring
Support with Trade Show visits
Support with Meet the Buyer events
Training opportunities will be identified for
participating companies by the partners
Promotional videos for participating companies

After the EOI, a business health check will be performed by a
qualified member of staff or an external mentor. At the end of the
health check an action plan is developed.

Who are the partners?
Competing in the digital space they typically do not face the
same barriers to entry to new markets.
However, most enterprise support agencies traditionally focus
on a growth path that emphasises local markets first, building
incrementally from there.
ADSA works to enable entrepreneurs make best use of existing
supports whilst creating a new partnership across the Atlantic
Area for early internationalisation.

ADSA is a European partnership of support agencies
across 5 EU Atlantic Area member states.
The partners are:
France:
Technôpole Brest-Iroise & Réseau de
		
Professionels du Numérique (Poitiers)
Ireland: WestBIC (Galway/Mayo) & LEO Cork City
Spain:
CEEI Bahia de Cadiz & Andalusian Council
		
of Chambers of Commerce (Seville)
Northern Ireland, UK: Enterprise North West (Derry)
Portugal: IPN Incubadora (Coimbra) & University of Porto
Belgium: European Business and Innovation Centre
		
Network (Brussels)
ADSA partners will involve actors from their local startup
ecosystems in learning and networking activities to increase their
capacity to support the internationalisation of startups and to
transfer knowledge to the wider community of business support
practitioners in the Atlantic Area.

Atlantic Area
Programme
2014–2020

How is ADSA funded and
what does it cost?
ADSA is 75% funded by the European Union through the
Atlantic Area Interreg Programme, which is an instrument of
cohesion policy & provides a framework for the implementation
of joint actions and exchanges between national, regional and
local actors from different Member States.
The remaining cost is funded by the local partners themselves.
The majority of activities are free to participants although certain
activities will have related expenses.

